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What do we mean with cash transfers?

• ”…non-contributory monetary transfers, including conditional and unconditional 
cash transfers, social pensions and enterprise grants..” (Bastigali et al, 2016: 5)

Programme design 

• Conditional vs unconditional
• Common conditionalities include: children’s school attendance, health check-ups, public 

work 

• Targeting – broad population groups vs focus on certain vulnerable groups: 
elderly, single mothers, poor people, etc

• Levels and duration 

Part of a larger trend of increase in social protection programmes in low- and 
middle income countries



Increase in cash transfers and social 
protection in Africa

Source. Beegle et al, 2018, Realizing the Full Potential of Social Safety Nets in Africa, 
The World Bank 



Impact
• Drawing on a meta-study focusing on publicly managed cash transfers, 

constituting a review of 165 studies covering 56 cash transfer programmes, 
primarily in Latin America (56%) and Africa (38%) (Bastigiali et al, 2016) 

• Main results:
• Decrease in monetary poverty and increase in food expenditure
• Increase in school attendance of children (less clear results on learning outcomes)
• Improvements in health outcomes and use of health services
• Increase in livestock ownership and purchase of agricultural inputs, but mixed results 

on overall household savings
• Overall increase in work participation and intensity among adults of working age, but 

reduction among elderly, those caring for dependants and those in casual work, and 
reduction in child labour 

• Mixed results on women empowerment, depend on contextual factors

Source: Bastigiali, et al, 2016, Cash transfers: what does the evidence say, ODI



Politics

• International donors have increasingly come to support safety nets 
and have pushed the agenda for the last 15 years, although from 
different ideological positions 

• African governments have been often been reluctant and not 
expanded these programmes to the extent suggested
• Ideological: dominance of conservative ideology, with fear of creating 

dependency  and ’laziness’ 
• Conditional programmes dominate, and focus is mainly on vulnerable groups

• Domestic political dynamics determines the direction 
• Social protection has been introduced and/or expanded when it fits with the needs of 

the ruling elite’s political survival strategies (to gain voter support, or fit with 
developmental policies of broad-based poverty reduction)



Publicly versus privately managed cash 
transfers
• Publicly managed, i.e. by state institution

• Privately managed, i.e. by any non-state actor, such as NGOs, private firms, 
etc

• Often funded by international donors in both cases 

• Most research concerns publicly managed cash transfers
• Critique: politization with regard to targeting, and cost-inefficiency due to 

corruption/cumbersome institutional structures  

• Privately managed
• Claim: more cost-effective – some research, but less than on PublCT
• Assumed to be less politizised – we don’t know 


