
Title 
Playful involvement in urban planning 

Description 
How can playful involvement methods enhance young people’s participation in urban 
planning; and why is that desirable in the first place? In this panel we will discuss the tools, 
opportunities and challenges of playful involvement in urban planning.  
 
Involving young people in urban planning with playful methods touches on two key elements. 
First, play-based engagement can be a means to involve young people in the decision 
making processes. Young people are one of the most difficult groups to reach and engage 
with traditional participation methods. Engagement practices that are designed to be playful, 
fun and spark curiosity can often succeed in what conventional methods fail. Secondly, cities 
are typically designed from an adult perspective. Involving young people in shaping our 
shared cities will bring their inherently more lively and vibrant activities into the design 
process. Thus, creating urban spaces that not only better address the needs and 
preferences of young people, but are also active, colorful and inclusive.  
 
Laura Winge will present an academic approach to the panel debate through her 
practice-based PhD research on “the co-design of urban spaces with children”. Jeanette 
Frisk will share insights on how to design with young people, based on her 7+ years working 
as a partner in arki_lab, an urban consultancy firm dedicated to participatory design. Tina 
Saaby will bring a municipal perspective given her nine years as city architect of 
Copenhagen. The panel will be moderated by Jesper Pagh, architect MA, PhD and an 
experienced panel chair. Jesper Pagh has a PhD on a critical investigation of the good 
intention of the planners behind the modern welfare state; he will challenge the panel 
participants on their own practices.  
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