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Marketization of civil society - or 
democratization of economy?



Combined reading of 

1. Margaret Somers (2008) Genealogies of Citizenship

2. Margaret Somers & Fred Block (2014) The Power of Market 
Fundamentalism

Challenging dominant binary conception of civil society and citizenship

A research programme for solidarity economy
as key element in reciprocal welfare



1. Somers’ analysis of civil society and citizenhip

2. Block and Somers on Polanyi’s new governance philosphy

3. Linking both contributions towards institutional hope

4. Research programme for SSE

5. Outlook



‘Fear and loathing of the public sphere’ (Somers, 2008)

Substantive and formal citizenship, granted by law and the public 
sphere through civil society, based on group identity & individual rights

Civil society as sphere of social inclusion and recognition claims, to 
further ‘significance of opinion’ and the ‘effectiveness of action’
Þ Membership in political community & sense of human personhood
Þ Precondition of right to have legal rights

1. Marketized civil society and citizenship



Somers triadic concept of citizenship:

1. State dimension: legal status
2. Civil society dimension: identity and recognitions
3. Economic dimension: contractual and property rights

‘It is the varying balance of power among all three sites, and how the 
public sphere negotiates and mediates that struggle, that set the 
parameters for what citizenship regime will prevail, including the 
question of the dominant ideational ideal, and whether we are 
moving in the direction of a robust social inclusionary or an 
attenuated market-driven citizenship’ (Somers 2008: 36)



Architectonics of citizenship – republican vs liberal

Market fundamentalism 
• turns citizenship from non-contractual to 

market-driven
• furthers cultural vs. social inclusion, 

pitching right of soil vs. right to 
recognition

• ousts the political dimension of 
citizenship and diminishes agency in 
civil society and public sphere to 
defending economic rights of nature



Triumph of the idea of market fundamentalism

Markets are not autonomous, substantive (gained from reciprocity and 
nature) and formal economic action (motivated by gain)
Þ Market: aggregate of human behaviour

Market encroachment of society invites counter-movement, but this 
promise did not hold, ‘free-market utopianism has been revived with 
disastrous consequences’ (Somers & Block, 2014:223).

2. Polanyi and market fundamentalism



A new governance philosophy and a new conception of human freedom:

Counter-movements must be embedded in democratic structures

Economy must be understood as a way of social collaboration to 
develop ‘institutional arrangements for social provisioning’ (226) that re-
instate citizenship obtained in civil society and public sphere
Þ Inductive observation of reality vs. deductive reasoning

Needs challenging of ideational embeddedness of market 
fundamentalism as dominant narrative 



Status quo: 
a)civil society, citizenship, public sphere in dire straits (Somers, 2008) 
b)waiting for new Polanyi-inspired governance philosophy that brings 
politics back in (Somers & Block. 2014)

How to use triadic conception of citizenship to reverse a) and 
implement b)?

A multitude of actors in civil society to challenge status quo

3. A combined reading



Individual emancipation through democratic and economic action in SSE 
that promotes another model of production based on collaboration:

Regulating market: Polanyi referred to Socialist tradition of 1920s 
Vienna, Somers to Scandinavia welfare state – unkept promise

Triadic citizenship back to back with plural understanding of economy in 
SSE (Laville, 2015):

1. Redistributive welfare state (redistributive solidarity);
2. Supports democratic solidarity through reciprocity produced in 

democratically governed civil society;
3. Harnessing market tools to emancipate users



Polanyi unclear about ‘society’, Somers unclear about potential to 
harness economic dimension of civil society

Open questions:
1. better understand the political dimension of citizens using 

reciprocity and market resources; 
2. clarify the role of the public sphere; 
3. the capacity of SSE to promote an understanding of society that 

enjoys freedom guaranteed by government;
4. what contributions SSE can make to clarify the infrastructure of new 

governance philosophy. 

4. Research programme for SSE



Re-instating the political and another practice through integrated 
perspective on citizenship promoted by SSE (civil society, state, 
market) – initial observations:

Challenging dominant paradigms and organizational logics, i.e. 
employability 

Fostering horizontal partnerships

5. Outlook
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