
 

 

Global Dynamics Cluster 5 on “Emerging Economic Powers and Structural Transformation in 
Developing Countries” 

& 

The Doctoral School of Society and Globalization 

 

Seminar on: 

The Paradox of Globalization: Economic Nationalism and Embedded Foreign Direct 
Investments 

And an attached Ph.D. workshop 

 

When:  October 26th-27th 2015. 

Course venue: Roskilde University 

The theme and issues: It was expected that the issue of national ownership of industry and 
natural resources would phase out in a globalized world. Discourses on 
neoliberalism suggested that state retreat and denationalization would 
be the order of the day. However, the opposite is taking place in many 
countries and calls for nationalizing ownership have heightened in 
recent years. One can observe the enduring, and increased significance 
of national identities and nationalism in the gaze of the increased 
importance for Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) for national 
economies. Far from being an anachronistic doctrine, local and national 
ownership still matters, and processes of deterritorialization often form 
part of renewed national actualization. 

These changes observed over diverse contexts raise important 
theoretical questions:  How can we conceptualize economic 
nationalism? Has the phenomenon become a contradiction in the age 
of neo-liberal globalization or is it just another of neo-liberal 
globalization’s many forms? The concept of economic nationalism may 
usefully inform our studies of ownership structures today.  It can help 
us to further understand how foreign investors and “ethnic strangers” 
are dealt with in relation to claims for rights to investments and 
resources, and how these negotiations vary from one country to 



another. Furthermore, today’s social and territorial embeddedness of 
global production networks point at the importance of transcending the 
limitations of state-centred forms of analysis. Only if FDIs are 
embedded in local economies will it be possible to reap the benefits 
through technology transfer and increased economic and productive 
capabilities. The coexistence of economic nationalism and embedded 
economic action points to a paradox of contemporary globalization that 
is not well conceptualized.  

 

Invited keynote speakers:  

Professor Philippe LeBillon, Department of Geography and the Liu 
Institute for Global Issues, University of British Columbia,  

Associate Professor Derek Hall, Dept. of Political Science, Wilfred 
Laurier University, Canada 

Dr. Martin Hess, School of Environment, Education and Development, 
Manchester University 

 

The organizers: Professor Laurids S. Lauridsen, Roskilde University  

Associate Professor Lars Buur, Roskilde University  

Post.doc. Rasmus Hundsbæk Pedersen, Danish Institute for 
International Studies (DIIS and ISG/RUC) 

(Research Assistant Anders Riel Müller, Roskilde University) 

 

Outcome: The intention is that all will leave the seminar (and workshop) with 
better understandings of their own strong and weak points regarding 
studies of a diversity of development actors and how this diversity is 
shaping the changing landscape of development cooperation. The 
organizing team will actively pursue publication of a special issue in an 
international peer reviewed journal based on the seminar. 

 

Participants:  The morning sessions will be public lectures open to all, while the 
afternoon workshop sessions will be reserved for Post-docs and PhD 
students. 

The format: The event will consist of a combination of a public seminar and PhD 
workshop for PhD candidates and postdoc scholars. The morning 



sessions will be key note lectures addressing different aspects of the 
above mentioned theme. The afternoon is used for individual paper 
sessions where the PhD students and postdocs will receive feedback on 
their own papers. 

 

The PhD and Postdoc workshop: 

Participants:  The afternoon workshop sessions will be reserved for Post-docs and 
PhD students, and there will a maximum of 20 participants. 

Feedback The invited speakers will during the workshop sessions comment on the 
students’ submitted papers. The workshop thus aims at improving PhD 
students’ and postdocs’ ability to critically reflect on applied methods. 
Moreover, the workshop allows for an exchange of theoretical ideas, 
methodological insights and empirical knowledge at the forefront of 
contemporary research and provides students an opportunity to both 
discuss and receive productive feedback in an informal atmosphere
  

Requirements Participants will be selected on the basis of their abstract, as themes 
are expected to relate to the overall theme of this workshop. Notice of 
acceptance will be sent by August 15th. 

Deadline Deadline for the PhD and Postdoc paper, of a maximum of 6000 words, 
is October 5th. The paper is to be sent to Laurids S. Lauridsen 
(lsl@ruc.dk) and Lars Buur (lbuur@ruc.dk) together with a half page 
abstract of the research project.  

Fee:  Fee for the participation in the workshop is 400 Euro, payable after the 
notice of acceptance. This includes workshop costs including catering. 
The fee is not refundable. 

Readings: The organizing team will in collaboration with the keynote lecturers 
produce a reading list for the seminar/workshop. To obtain the stated 
ECTS points (3 ECTS), the PhD students are required to read the 
literature in advance. 

Contact Laurids S. Lauridsen (lsl@ruc.dk) and Lars Buur (lbuur@ruc.dk) 
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Detailed program: 

Day 1 

09.00 - 9.15    Welcome and introduction 

09.15 - 10.30   Key note 1 and discussion 

10.30 - 10.45   Coffee/tea break 

10.45 - 12.00   Key note 2 and discussion 

12.00 – 13.00  Lunch 

13.00 – 14.20   Workshop(s) – individual paper session(s) 

14.20 - 14.40   Coffee/tea break 

14.40 – 16.00   Workshop(s) – individual paper session(s) 

 

Day 2 

09.00 - 10.20   Key note 3 and discussion 

10.20 - 10.40   Coffee/tea break 

10.40 - 12.00   Key note 4 and discussion 

12.00 -13.00   Lunch 

13.00 - 14.20   Workshop(s) – individual paper session(s) 

14.20 - 14.30   Coffee/tea break 

14.30 - 16.00   Workshop(s) – individual paper session(s) 

16.00 – 17.00  Evaluation and goodbyes 

 

 


