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ACTS OF CITIZENSHIP
PROGRAM 

13:00 Welcome Kristine Samson, RUC 
13:15 Acts of Dissent, Jilly Traganou, Parsons School of Design, Nex School, US 

13:45 Borders as Geographic Architecture, Juan Pablo Corvalán UDLA, Universidad de las Americas, Chile 
     

14:30 AriztiaLab, Chile Santiago Babylon 
15:00 Jamboy, DK When Strangers Move in 

15:30 Other Story, DK The Jordan Series 

16:15 Plenary discussion with invited guests 
16:45 Michael Haldrup, RUC: Wrap up and future acts 

Chairs: Michael Haldrup and Kristine Samson 



ACTS OF CITIZENSHIP
Today mobile peoples are a norm rather than an exception, Engin Isin has recently stated – and perhaps always so. Taking 
off from this notion of the mobile this seminar explores Acts of Citizenship as a plethora of practices performed and enacted 
beyond and across mental and geographical borders. Acknowledging human life in its own value, that transverses any 
definitions given by nation states, borders, organizations and disciplines, the seminar will gather media activists, art 
collectives, architects and researchers to present, discuss and mobilize acts of citizenship.  

Through a existentialist lense, we appraoch acts of citizenship from three perspectives: as framework for the mobile peoples’ 
acts that transcend regulations and the borders of the nation state, as media and art activism giving voices to the people 
living the change, and as a shared sensibility affecting our own embodiments as citizens. Hence, the seminar will include 
theoretical propositions and debate as well films screenings and virtual presence of the voices of mobile peoples. Through the 
work of film, art and design the collectives, AriztiaLab, Jamboy and Other Story will enacts citizenship from around the world.



AriztiaLAB 
Founded in 2010 by the architects José Abásolo and Félix Reigada, AriztiaLAB develops a 

production model, linked to the crossing between city and contemporary culture, based on 
collective and collaborative spatial practices with different actors, groups and communities. 
The latest projects highlights the “trilogy on immigration” CIUDAD AJENA (2015), YUNGAY 

TOOLKIT (2016) and SANTIAGO BABYLON (2017) 



Jamboy 
Jamboy is a Danish research based art collective consisting of Peter Kærgaard Andersen and Lasse Larsen Mouritzen 

initiated 2013. A large part of their projects deal with urban complexities and artistic intervention. The interdisciplinary is a 
point of departure in their practice, where art, research and social embeddedness are combined in projects that work with 

the aesthetic and social sides of interculturalism, sustainability, urbanism and new media. 



Other Story 
Other Story is an ongoing documentary project, comprised of short films presenting personal stories in a world of monumental 

change. This is an alternative approach to news media, recording human testimonials based on heart-to-heart dialogues. Based in 
Copenhagen, and with active members from Denmark, Syria, the US, Afghanistan and England, Other Story seeks to move beyond 
easy categorization and facilitate the nuance, detail and sensitivity of the individual human story. Other Story collects stories and 

gathers voices. One human being at a time. One story at a time. Becoming a collection of personal stories of a changing world, told 
by the people who are living the change. Other Story is Slow Journalism and believes in Radical Softness. 



ACTS OF CITIZENSHIP
Jilly Traganou 

Architect and associate professor in spatial design studies at Parsons School of Design, New York, US. Traganou’s current research project is looking at the role of 
material practice in prefigurative political movements, such as Christiania Free Town in Copenhagen, Denmark and Empros theater in Athens, Greece. She is currently 
editing a book titled Design and Political Dissent: Space, Objects, Materiality (Routledge, forthcoming). She is the author of Designing the Olympics: Representation, 

Participation, Contestation (Routledge 2016), and The Tôkaidô Road: Traveling and Representation in Edo and Meiji Japan (RoutledgeCurzon, 2004) 

Juan Pablo Corvalán Hochberger  
Director of School of Architecture, UDLA, Universidad de las Americas. Corvalán holds a Master of Excellence in Architecture from Berlage Institute Rotterdam, 

Holland.  He has published and lectured internationally, and is the driving force in the socio-cultural research collective, Supersudeca. 

Michael Haldrup  
Professor (wsr) of Visual Culture and Performance Design. Research in mobilities and everyday lives with a sustained interest in speculative ontologies, utopianism 

and experimental/explorative approaches to research and teaching. 

Kristine Samson 
Urbanist and Associate Professor in Visuel Culture and Performance Design with a particular interest in changing the dominating refrains of global xenofobia.   


