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Rationale for the day  

Whilst ‘Parenting Culture’ and ‘Childhood’ are now well-established fields of multi-disciplinary 
social science scholarship, so far, the tensions and resonances between these two bodies of 
work have not been significantly explored, particularly in global contexts. Taking ‘adult-child 
relations’ as the locus of this comparison, this workshop, organised by Charlotte Faircloth and 
Rachel Rosen (based in the Department of Social Science, University College London) brings 
together novel contributions from internationally-based scholars working in these fields, and 
who are interested in creating connections between them.  

The papers explore the ways contemporary cultures of childhood intersect with parenting 
cultures, and vice versa, especially as they relate to notions of risk and responsibility (Lee et al 
2014), highlighting their local manifestations and global reach. Furthermore, they trace recent 
shifts in political and economic circumstances of family life as they relate to gender, generation, 
and neoliberalisation e.g. (re)familisation, privatisation, and the shifting international division of 
care labour (Rosen & Newberry 2018). In so doing, the papers highlight the multi-directional, 
intergenerational, and transnational engagements which characterise parent-child relationships 
and adult-child relations more broadly (Alanen & Mayall, 2001). 

The papers presented at the workshop focus on local and transnational aspects of parent-child 
relationships. They prompt, and in some cases directly engage in, cross-cultural comparison, 
drawing on research in a range of geographical locations to expose both the continuities and 
differences of contemporary family life in a globalized age.  

Please feel free to tweet using the hashtag #parentingchildhood 
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Programme  

 
9.15 - 9.45  Registration 
  
9.45   Welcome  

Professor David Voas, Head of Department, Social Science, UCL IOE 
  
9.50  - 10.20  Setting the scene: In dialogue 

Rachel Rosen and Charlotte Faircloth, Department of Social Science, UCL IOE 
  
10.20 - 10.50  Keynote address 

Professor Ana Vergara del Solar, Diego Portales University, Santiago de Chile 
 

 ‘“To be ever present”. Discourses on parenting in Chile today in children and 
adults’  
Chair: Francesca Vaghi IOE, UCL/SOAS 

  
10.50 - 11.15  Respondent and questions from the floor  

Professor Val Gillies, University of Westminster  
  
11.15 - 11.45  Coffee 
  
11.45 - 1.15  Panel 1: Conceptualising adult-child relations 

Chair: Professor Judith Suissa, UCL IOE 
 

1. Doing good parenthood as we-ness  

Allan Westerling (Roskilde University, Denmark) Anna Sparrman (Linköping 
University, Sweden) 

2. Alternative geographies of childhood: thinking through and beyond child-
adult relations.  

Matej Blazek (Newcastle University), Peter Kraftl (University of Birmingham) 

3. Parenting apps and the disposition of the parent as a pedagogical figure. 
Stefan Ramaekers (U. Leuven) and Naomi Hodgson (Liverpool Hope University)  

 
1.15 - 2.15  Lunch 
  
2.15 - 4  Panel 2: Family, the state and adult-child relations  

Chair: Professor Carol Vincent UCL IOE 
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4. "State-Parent-Child Relations in the 'Strong' State of Singapore: Perspectives 
of socio-economically disadvantaged families". 
Charleen Chiong (University of Cambridge)  

 
5. Accidents Waiting to Happen: Anxious Parents and Vulnerable Children in 
Turkish Newspapers in the 1980s  

Deniz Arzuk, (Linköping University) 

6. “Of course we’ll like it, we’re kids!” “Moderation” versus Childhood in the 
United States  
Jennifer Patico (Georgia State University) 
 
7. Parenting in the Playground Heterotopia 
Alkistis Pitsikali and Rosie Parnell (Northumbria University, Department of 
Architecture and the Built environment) 

 
4 - 4.30  Review and reflections, followed by closing discussion from the floor 

Professor Julia Brannen, UCL IOE  
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Abstracts and speaker biographies  
 
Keynote address: ‘“To be ever present”: Discourses on parenting in Chile today amongst 
children and adults 
Ana Vergara del Solar (Diego Portales University, Santiago de Chile) 
Mauricio Sepúlveda Galeas (The University of Chile, Santiago, Chile) 
Irene Salvo Agoglia (Alberto Hurtado University, Santiago, Chile) 

This paper introduces the findings of a qualitative study conducted with children and adults in 
Santiago, Chile, aimed at understanding their discourses about contemporary parenting in 
Chile. The study is based on the New Social Studies of Childhood, socio-critical studies on 
parenting, and Critical Discourse Analysis, using the method of non-directed group interviews. 
In this study, the children report a "subjectivity in debt", in which they attempt to repay the 
intensive and constant parental work of adults, whom they see as overburdened with work, 
financial, emotional and domestic demands. However, from their particular position of 
dependence and subordination, the children see their own actions of repayment as insufficient. 
The parents, in turn, reveal an intense ethical reflexivity about the requirement to be "good 
parents", requiring them to be constantly “present” physically and moral in every scene of their 
children's lives, for fear of their ethical formation being weakened by the influences of an 
environment perceived as threatening to overtake them. To analyse these results, we refer to 
the weakening of the structural supports that sustain parenting, in addition to the influence of 
"diffuse fears", both aspects of increasing neo-liberalisation. These configure patterns of 
sacrificial parenting, which are always at the limits of possibility and which produce control over 
the spaces in which children develop. 

Ana Vergara del Solar is a Professor in the Faculty of Psychology at Diego Portales University, 
Santiago, Chile. She is a member of the Children´s Protagonism Program at the same 
university. She received her PhD from the Department of Sociological Studies, University of 
Sheffield.  Her research focuses on the subject of children's daily life, the parent-child 
relationship and the ways in which the State is linked to these issues. Recently, she published the 
book Being a boy and a girl in Chile today: Children's discourses on childhood, adulthood and the 
parent-child relationship (Santiago, Ceibo, 2017), together with Paulina Chávez. 

Mauricio Sepúlveda Galeas has a PhD in Anthropology from the Universitat de Rovira i Virgili, 
Spain. He is a Lecturer in the Faculty of Psychology at the University of Chile. He researches 
youth cultures, social memory and parenting from post-structural approaches, emphasizing the 
issue of governmentality. He recently published “Memory sites: Visiting experiences in Santiago 
de Chile. Memory Studies” (Memory Studies, First published, 1st of February 2017; together with 
Isabel Piper, Marisela Montenegro and Roberto Fernández) and “Escrituras emergentes de las 
Juventudes Latinoamericanas (Emerging writings of Latin American youth) (México, Gedisa; 
together with Alfredo Nateras and Gabriel Medina, 2015). 

Irene Salvo Agoglia has a Ph.D. in Psychology from the University of Buenos Aires (Argentina). 
She is a lecturer in the Faculty of Psychology at Alberto Hurtado University, Santiago, Chile, and 
a member of the AFIN Research Group at the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona. Her research 
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focuses on family, childhood, gender, adoption and narrative approaches. Recently, she 
published the book Adopciones en Chile. Políticas, prácticas e investigación (Adoptions in Chile. 
Policies, practices and research) (Santiago, Ediciones Universidad Alberto Hurtado,  2017) and 
the paper “Construction de la maternidad en adopciones monoparentales. Mandatos, deseos y 
elecciones (Constructions of Motherhood in Single Mother Adoptions. Mandates, desires and 
choices (Revista de Psicología de la Universidad de Chile, 2016, 25(2), 1-18). 

Val Gillies is a Professor of Social Policy/Criminology at the University of Westminster. She 
has researched and published widely in the area of family, social class, marginalised children 
and young people and historical comparative analysis. 
 
Panel 1: Theorising adult-child relations 
 
1. Doing good parenthood as we-ness: Scandinavian perspectives  
Allan Westerling (Roskilde University, Denmark)  
Anna Sparrman (Linköping University, Sweden) 

This paper reflects on how good parenthood is done through ‘we-ness’. We draw on empirical 
work published by Danish and Swedish researchers to argue that we-ness constitutes an ideal in 
contemporary family life. In our recent edited volume Doing good parenthood, we argue that 
the term parenthood offers a different way of thinking about children, parents and parenting 
(Sparrman et al, 2017). ‘Doing Parenthood’ gives attention to the ways in which actors and 
institutions collaborate and negotiate how children and childhood do family life. We see a 
reciprocity between the concepts childhood and parenthood as changes in notions of children 
and childhood change how we value parents and parenthood, and vice versa. In a Scandinavian 
context, ideals of equality run through the institutional fibers of the welfare state. It is, for 
example, a celebrated feature of many policy measures related to childhood and family life. 
With this paper, we explore and discuss the concepts of we-ness, childhood and parenthood 
further, foremost by analyzing how ideals of equality are translated into the everyday practices 
of doing we-ness and family life. How and by whom is we-ness established and are there 
intensive and light versions of we-ness? How can we understand the relation between we-ness 
and goodness in parenthood? 

Allan Westerling is an Associate Professor in Social Psychology at Centre for Childhood, Youth 
and Family Life Research, Department of People and Technology, Roskilde University. His 
research interests include family life, social psychology of everyday life, research methods and 
early childhood education. He is Co-Editor of Doing good parenthood: Ideals and practices of 
parental involvement (Palgrave Macmillan, 2017). He has been a member of the scientific 
committee of the European Society on Family Relations since 2011 and the President-Elect since 
2016. 
 
Anna Sparrman, PhD, is a Professor at The Department of Thematic Studies – Child Studies, 
Linköping University, Sweden. Sparrman works at the intersection between visual culture, child 
consumption, child culture, and child sexuality. She has a special interest in materiality and how 
norms and values are enacted in children’s practices. Sparrman is a co-Editor of the book Doing 
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good parenthood: Ideals and practices of parental involvement (Palgrave Macmillan, 2017). She 
is on the editorial advisory board for the Policy Press series: “The Sociology of Children and 
Families”.  Sparrman has a special interest in the productivity of research methods. 
 
2. Alternative geographies of childhood: Thinking through and beyond child-adult relations 
Matej Blazek (Newcastle University, UK) 
Peter Kraftl (University of Birmingham, UK) 

This paper develops theorisations of childhood as situated in various types of relations: 
between children and adults, children themselves, and children and non-human objects. The 
starting point is how childhood has been historically and geographically constituted as an area 
of adult concerns, and how these concerns have been translated into interventions in children’s 
lives, forming the proliferating fields of childhood politics, policy and practice. Drawing on 
original research on diverse institutional spaces and practices, as well as interrogating the 
existing scholarship, we propose an alternative theorisation of childhood and adulthood with 
the focus on relations in children’s lives: their ontological constitution and the moral 
imperatives that encompass them.  

Two notions are at the core of such a theorisation. The first is that although childhood has been 
shaped by adult interventions, it is more than a mere social construction. We thus equally 
reflect on adult-child dynamics, the autonomy of children’s peer relations, children’s intra-
subjectivity, and the role of ‘non-human’ and ‘more-than-human’ elements. The second is the 
notion of geography, particularly how children’s relations with the world emerge and develop 
through contacts and interventions situated near, far and on the move. We first explore the 
role of the immediate – of emotional experience and material encounters – in children’s lives, 
before theorising how they emerge from, and impact on, adult institutional interventions 
governed “from distance”. The notion of alternative is thus deployed to signify both the existing 
variety of institutional interventions and the imaginations of possible arrangements between 
children and adults. 

Matej Blazek is Lecturer in Human Geography at the Newcastle University, UK. His research 
with children and youth is centred on non-institutional spaces of childhood, emotional 
geographies, children’s agency and politics of childhood. Matej is the author of Rematerialising 
Children’s Agency (Policy Press) and a co-editor of Children’s Emotions in Policy and Practice 
(Palgrave, with Peter Kraftl). He is the new Viewpoint Editor of the journal Children’s 
Geographies. 
 
Peter Kraftl is Professor of Human Geography at the University of Birmingham, UK. He is also 
Honorary Professor at the School of Education, RMIT, Melbourne. He has published widely on 
the geographies of childhood, youth and education, including, most recently, Children Living in 
Sustainable Built Environments (Routledge). He was until recently Editor of Children's 
Geographies journal and currently is an Editor of Area. His current research focuses on young 
people and the food-water-energy nexus in Brazil. Peter's work takes conceptual inspiration 
from a range of nonrepresentational and new materialist philosophies. 

3. Parenting apps and the disposition of the parent as a pedagogical figure 
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Stefan Ramaekers (University of Leuven, Belgium)  
Naomi Hodgson (Liverpool Hope University, UK)  

 In the traditional, Western understanding of raising children, being a parent has a 
representational dimension: parents unavoidably represent the socio-cultural meanings that 
shape their lives and into which they introduce their children. Upbringing, then, is always a 
political event. That is: (1) in raising their children parents lead them towards a public or 
communal life; (2) in doing so, parents make choices when representing the world (take sides, 
be partial, give consent, utter dissent); and (3) parental representations of socio-cultural 
meanings can be contested by others, not least by their own children, which puts the nature of 
the collectivity or community at stake.  

Here, we address one aspect of how this picture of the parent as a pedagogical figure with 
(political) responsibility for representing the world to the next generation is being radically 
transformed by a relatively recent addition to the field of parenting advice: parenting apps. 

Based on an understanding of raising children as an intergenerational relationship, as 
articulated for example by Hannah Arendt and Klaus Mollenhauer, we offer a philosophical 
exploration of three common features of parenting apps in relation to how these transform 
upbringing: the promise of personalizable advice, supported by a particular visualization; the 
promise of coming to belong to a community of like-minded parents who share an interest in 
reliable and verified knowledge; and the promise of continual optimization of one’s 
“parenting”. We argue that because of the way in which these three features (personalization, 
belonging to community, learning optimization) are constituted by the affordances of the 
technology, i.e. active yet closed feedback loops, real possibilities for dissent are limited. 
Parenting apps are, then, not merely an intensification of existing (analogue) technologies of 
parenting (such as manuals, forums, face-to-face contact with parenting experts), but effect a 
depoliticization of the figure of the parent. 

Stefan Ramaekers is Senior Lecturer in the Laboratory for Education and Society, KU Leuven, 
Belgium. His recent research has focused on a critical investigation of the discourse of 
‘parenting’ and the parent-child relationship. Together with Prof. Judith Suissa (Institute of 
Education, University College London) he published The Claims of Parenting: Reasons, 
responsibility, and society (Springer, 2012). More recently he has collaborated with Dr Naomi 
Hodgson on researching figurations of ‘parenting’ in cultural representations, such as film 
(Philosophical Presentations of Raising Children: the grammar of upbringing, Palgrave, 
forthcoming). 

Naomi Hodgson is Lecturer in Education Studies at Liverpool Hope University, UK. Her research 
to date has been concerned with the relationship between education, governance, and 
subjectivity, and more recently with the visual dimension of this. Her current research project 
focuses on the role of digital technologies, such as apps, in how parents are asked to understand 
themselves, as part of collaborative work with Dr Stefan Ramaekers on cultural representations 
of parenting and upbringing. She is co-author, with Joris Vlieghe and Piotr Zamojski, of the 
recent Manifesto for a Post-Critical Pedagogy (Punctum Books, 2018). 
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Panel 2: Family, the state and adult-child relations  
 
4. State-Parent-Child relations in the 'strong' state of Singapore: Perspectives of socio-
economically disadvantaged families 
Charleen Chiong (University of Cambridge, UK)  
 
Singapore is a ‘strong’ developmental state described as paternalistic; it exercises ideological 
leadership over economy and society. A key ethos that underpins Singapore public policy is a 
strongly meritocratic, self-responsibilising ethos which assumes a successful future might be 
attained through individual hard work and talent.   

This paper explores adult-child relations at the socio-economic margins of the Singapore city-
state, as it is in areas of socio-economic disadvantage that public policy tends not to map out as 
policy-makers expect. However, this paper argues that, unlike in much Anglo-American 
research literature, parenting and stage logics continue to intersect closely in various ways; far 
from disenfranchisement, distrust and distance from institutions – some parents internalise the 
state’s self-responsibilising, meritocratic ethos, holding their children responsible for their life 
success through academic success. Some parents see schools – viewed as proxies for the state, 
in the ‘strong’ state of Singapore – as ‘experts’ in raising children. Thus, the state remains a 
strong mediator in adult-child relations, in socio-economically disadvantaged families.  

In this paper, drawing on interviews with twelve low-income ethnic minority families, I develop 
an analytic framework for understanding how relationships of trust, dependence, authority and 
responsibility operate amongst different stakeholders (state, schools, parents and children) in 
the educational lives of socio-economically disadvantaged young people. Such a framework 
exposes the limitations of seeing Anglo-American-based theorisations as universal in their 
manifestations, and contributes to a context-specific sociological sensibility in analysing adult-
child relations – grounded by the empirical particularities of the Singapore context.  

Charleen Chiong is a doctoral candidate undertaking a PhD at the Faculty of Education, 
University of Cambridge on a Cambridge International Scholarship. Her PhD explores how low-
income families negotiate and experience education policy discourses in Singapore. She 
occasionally undertakes projects as a Junior Research Associate at the education and youth 
think-and-action tank, LKMco. Her research interests include: children’s psycho-social well-
being, families, poverty, neoliberalism and the sociology of education. Previously, she completed 
her Masters degree in Comparative and International Education at the University of Oxford, and 
her Bachelor of Arts degree in Education with English at the University of Cambridge.    

 
5. Accidents waiting to happen: Anxious parents and vulnerable children in Turkish 
newspapers in the 1980s  
Deniz Arzuk (Linköping University, Sweden) 

Based on a content analysis of Turkey’s mainstream print media, this paper will discuss how the 
news coverage of children participated in the privatisation, familialisation, and commodification 
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of children’s well-being in the 1980s. It is often observed that parenting ideals transformed 
considerably in the last decades, reflecting the new socioeconomic and political context. 
Although this was especially evident in the changing discourse of child rearing advice, a similar 
trend can be spotted in news articles that did not necessarily address parents, such as accident 
reports, crime news, and other news texts about children’s health and safety.  

In this paper, I will observe that the same media that failed to draw the links between children’s 
well-being and socioeconomic change, found patterns in random cases of domestic accidents, 
presented unrelated crime stories as sprees, and held parents responsible for all aspects of 
their children’s lives. I will argue that as these texts listed the infinite number of perils children 
faced, they portrayed a terrifying landscape that elevated parental anxieties, and at the same 
time, they participated in the construction of the “vulnerable child.” Meanwhile, advertising 
campaigns offered relief from these anxieties by promoting properties in gated communities, 
safer cars, clean food, and high-quality care services to parents who could afford them. Starting 
with these initial observations, I will dwell on the negotiations between social responsibilities 
and parental liabilities. 

Deniz Arzuk is a visiting researcher based at the Child Studies Unit at Linköping University. In 
2015, she received her PhD from The Ataturk Institute for Modern Turkish History at Bogazici 
University, for her thesis “Cut the Kids in Half: New Urban Childhoods in Turkey Through the 
Lens of the Mainstream Media, 1977-1997” which discusses the social construction of childhood 
in Turkey in the 1980s and the 1990s. In 2015, she conducted a research funded by the SALT 
Research Institute, titled “Childhood in Split Cities: Spatial and Discursive Transformation of 
Childhood in Turkey after the 1980s.” Currently, she is researching public discussions about 
childhood in Turkey in the 2000s, during the Justice and Development Party governments. 
Funded by the Swedish Institute and supervised by Prof. Bengt Sandin, this research project 
discusses the discursive framework of the reconceptualization of childhood in a country where 
the citizens are increasingly politicised and polarised. Her research primarily deals with the 
relations between social change and conceptualisations of childhood in the contemporary 
world, with a particular interest in children’s rights, inequality, discrimination, and distinction.  

 
6. “Of course we’ll like it, we’re kids!” “Moderation” versus Childhood in the United States  
Jennifer Patico (Georgia State University, USA) 
 
In the urban, rapidly gentrifying community where I conducted ethnographic fieldwork on food, 
parenting and selfhood (2011-2015), many adults spoke about children as naturally enjoying 
sugary desserts and simple dishes such as macaroni and cheese.  This was worrisome since it 
conflicted with their wishes to regulate children’s metabolisms and behaviours through more 
sustaining foods; foods deemed healthy were associated with the knowledge, discernment, and 
self-control characterizing maturity.  Meanwhile, childhood often was described as linked with 
experiences of pleasure and with a lack of moderation.  This immoderate space of childhood 
was under scrutiny by adults, yet also valued and in some ways defended by them.  Here, I 
consider that space of childhood through the lens of food and from the perspectives of both 
adults and children:  adults who struggled to regulate, but at times gently romanticized, 
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children’s enjoyment of “junky” foods; and elementary and middle school children who 
engaged with adult discourses in various ways, sometimes occupying self-consciously 
oppositional positions.  I draw on parent interviews, lunchroom observations, and classroom 
engagements with student researchers to show how talk about children’s food set up children’s 
immoderate desires and eating as both problematic and unsurprising; and I suggest that even 
as adults devoted considerable energy and anxiety towards monitoring children’s eating, 
childhood implicitly provided a protected space where the embrace of pleasure and 
immoderation was considered normative or at least inevitable, and to some degree permissible 
– illuminating adults’ ambivalence surrounding the requirements of adulthood and implicitly 
informing the politics of class in this urban community.  

Jennifer Patico is an Associate Professor of Anthropology and Director of Graduate Studies in 
Anthropology at Georgia State University.  She is the author of Consumption and Social Change 
in a Post-Soviet Middle Class (Stanford University Press and Woodrow Wilson Center Press 
2008).  She has conducted ethnographic fieldwork on consumption, social change, and 
transformations of value in St. Petersburg, Russia; on the contentious (so-called) “international 
marriage brokering” industry in Russia and the United States; and most recently, on children’s 
food and parenting ideologies in Atlanta (funded by the National Science Foundation).  Her work 
has appeared in journals including American Ethnologist, Ethnos, Slavic Review, Critique of 
Anthropology, and Gastronomica. 

 
7. Parenting in the playground heterotopia 
Alkistis Pitsikali (Northumbria University, UK) 
Rosie Parnell (Northumbria University, UK) 
 
Recent literature argues that children of the Global North have withdrawn from public space to 
acceptable enclosures. At the same time, the socio-financial crisis has challenged the norms of 
everyday life, rendering public space more porous. The playground space, regulated by ideas 
about children’s well-being, becomes an enclosure where often contradictory notions of 
childhood and ‘good parenting’ are played-out in public. Drawing on an ethnographic study 
carried out in three public playground sites in Athens, Greece, this paper examines the 
playground space as a heterotopia of deviance, exploring how societal norms affect parent-
child interaction in this space. Two key questions are asked: How do ‘good parenting’ norms 
manifest in the playground and regulate its function? How does space itself support or hinder 
transgression of these norms and facilitate intergenerational interaction? The findings reflect a 
system emerging from societal fears and setting the norms of ‘good parenting’. This system is 
shown to regulate the playground’s function through classification of the space and profiling of 
its users. Supervision and segregation of the vulnerable become the cornerstone of a protective 
parental culture, while assistance, normalisation and self-regulation of behaviours aim to 
restore balance and discipline the unruly. However, the findings also reveal the potential of the 
playground heterotopia to negotiate the established childhood-adulthood distinction and enact 
alternate orderings. The paper describes relevant instances of transgression and reversal of 
adult-child norms and power relations, where the playground affords alternate parenting and 
intergenerational agency  -not only within its bounds, but also in adjacent public space. 
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Alkistis Pitsikali is an architect specializing in children’s environments. She is particularly 
interested in school architecture while the notions of children’s inclusion and participation form 
the basis of her practice. Furthermore, she has a keen interest in the socio-spatial aspects of the 
built environment, considering architecture to be not a hollow, artistic product, but a way to see 
through things and the relations between them, a powerful tool to reshape the current state of 
the world. Since October 2015 she has been conducting research for a PhD degree in 
Northumbria University, in Newcastle upon Tyne UK. Her research focuses on Athens, Greece 
and explores the potential of the playground – despite its designation as a children’s space – to 
become a space of intergenerational inclusion. In 2014 she acquired, with distinction, a master’s 
degree in Designing Learning Environments from the University of Sheffield. Her master’s 
dissertation explored the playground space as a space of children’s empowerment. In 2012 she 
acquired a degree in Architecture from the University of Thessaly, Greece, her diploma thesis 
being the design of an anti-authoritarian, child- centered elementary school. Since then she has 
participated in various workshops and research projects and has taken an online course on play 
and its importance in everyday life from the University of Sheffield. She has published the article 
‘Examining the playground as a civic space through the lens of play’ in the Journal of Playwork 
Practice. In a study conducted as part of her master’s degree Alkistis, she designed and 
implemented a participatory-design project re-designing a school garden in Athens along with 
the students.   

Rosie Parnell is a Professor in the Department of Architecture and Built Environment, 
Northumbria University, Newcastle UK. Her research interests span participatory spatial design, 
children’s environments, school design and architectural education. Rosie began working with 
children and young people when employed as education manager at an environmental 
regeneration charity in the UK. She brought this experience back to academia and since 2003 
she has pursued a range of outreach activities with schools and youth groups and carried out 
funded research on architectural education and children’s participation in spatial design, 
including schools. Her most recent research, supported by a grant from the Leverhulme Trust, 
explored the impact of working with children on architects and their design processes. This has 
included working with practices in Greece, Germany and the UK.  Rosie is a founder member of 
PLAYCE – the international network for children’s architecture education and an invited member 
of the American Institute of Architect’s CAE Research Task Force. She has delivered projects and 
lectures internationally on the subject of children’s participation and architectural education as 
well as delivering training for major UK organisations including Partnerships for Schools, CABE 
and local authorities. Rosie has a wide range of teaching experience at both undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels. She received the University of Sheffield Senate Award for her innovative 
teaching and a prestigious teaching advisory fellowship to support developments at TU Berlin.  

 

 


