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Abstract: 

This 'talk' will explore the way critique in the modern era of the project is organised. As the main organizing 

principle among social activists the project functions as a strong identity marker for the people involved in 

it. Project based social activism opens up for new forms of participation and calls for new analytical tools.  

Contemporary sociologists agree that at the turn of the twenty first century the expression of social 

activism has changed. The present state of critique is described as toothless, disarmed or simply run out of 

steam (Bauman, Boltanski & Chiapello, Latour). The 'talk' will agree, however, only to a certain degree. The 

aim of the coming article is to present a correction to these findings.  The main argument will be that these 

analyses are unable to capture the new form of social critique due to the fact that they are searching for 

critique with outdated analytical tools. The point of departure is the sociologist Zygmunt Bauman’s book In 

Search of Politics. He carries out a thorough investigation of where the ‘public good’ can be discussed: Of 

where the modern agora is situated. Bauman argues that there is no common ground for ethical 

discussion; there is no room for Politics with a capital ‘P’. The article will instead suggest a search of the 

politics with a small ‘p’. In other words; projects. The investigation will be twofold. First, the article will try 

to learn from contemporary project-oriented social critique. Following theories describing the project-

regime of in contemporary society, i.e. New Capitalism (Boltanski, Chiapello, Fogh Jensen, Sennett), the 

article explores the two main traits of project organized activism; that it is temporary, and that it implies 

constant activity. Second, a specific reading of Michel Foucault’s text; What is Enlightenment? will 

constitute an outline for an analytical framework of what can be described as; project critique. 
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