
 
 

A joint statement between Muslims and Christians 
Beirut, 3 May 2012  

 

Towards a better understanding 
Christians and Muslims speak with a common voice  

 

1-3 May 2012, 50 Christian and Muslim representatives from Denmark, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, 

United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Jordan met at the Danish-Arab Dialogue Conference in 

Beirut, Lebanon. Here, we discussed what can be said together with a common voice on issues of 

faith, ethics, religious freedom, coexistence, and dialogue across cultures. This conference is the 

first part of a dual conference. The second part will be held in Copenhagen, Denmark 25-28 

September 2012.  

 

The conference has promoted a better understanding between Christians and Muslims through 

focusing on common values across religious and cultural differences. The conference confirmed 

that dialogue is crucial to strengthen cooperation and to gain mutual respect between religions. 

The conference created space for sharing experiences of local, national and international co-

existence in peace, harmony and love. The themes were discussed through lectures, plenary 

sessions and group discussions inspired by the key question “What can we say together?” 

 

With a common voice across cultural and religious differences, the participants agreed on the 

following message: 

 

1. Christians and Muslims confess faith in God the one Creator. This faith constitutes a 

common space for further dialogue.  

2. We agree that the different conceptions of God/Allah should not be a source of distrust.  

3. We agree that the deep love of God compels us to love every human being and to respect 

his or her opinions and rights irrespectively of his or her faith or political conviction. 

4. Both Muslim and Christian values are interrelated with the principles of human rights such 

as the dignity of human beings, freedom of expression, freedom of religion, equality, the 

right of life, rights of women and justice for all.  

5. Muslims and Christians share ethical values such as compassion, care for the weak and 

respect for each other.  

6. We regard the basic values of Islam and Christianity as an enrichment of our societies.  



7. Religious communities and individuals should be an integral and active part of society. 

Religious differences should enrich civil, political and cultural rights for all.  

8. We commit ourselves to promote a culture of equity, better understanding, appreciation 

and genuinely equal citizenship in society through e.g. raising awareness, the use of media 

and education curricula.  

 

We commit ourselves to continue the dialogue and we acknowledge that this is not a conclusive 

statement, but rather the basis for our further efforts.  

 

The second part of this conference will be held in Copenhagen, Denmark 25-28 September 2012.  

 

The Danish-Arab Dialogue Conference is planned by the Contact Group for Muslims and 

Christians – a joint initiative by The National Council of Churches in Denmark and The Muslim 

Council of Denmark – in partnership with The Arab Group for Muslim-Christian Dialogue. The 

conference is financed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Denmark.  

 

See our website www.dialogue2012.org  

 

http://www.dialogue2012.org/

